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SPRING IS A TIME FOR RENEWAL 

W ith this issue, as always at this time of year, you will find your 

annual FESPA membership renewal form. Do, please, 

complete the form and return it with your sub as soon as you can. 

   If there is a Gift Aid form attached to your renewal form it‟s 

because we don‟t have you registered as qualifying for Gift Aid. If 

you are a tax payer and would like FESPA to claim Gift Aid on your 

subscriptions and donations, do please complete the Gift Aid form.  

Gift Aid already enables us to reclaim about £2000  from the Inland 

Revenue—not to be sniffed at! 

   If, on the other hand, there is no Gift Aid form, it is because you 

have already been registered for Gift Aid and we can go on claiming 

the rebate until you tell us that you no longer qualify. 

   This year on the sub forms we have asked for email addresses. You 

don‟t have to give this information, but, if you do, we can send you 

links to the online edition of our newsletters at least a week before the 

paper edition is published. 

FREE SUMMER THEATRE  
TICKETS FOR FRIENDS! 
Valuable new benefit exclusive to FESPA 

members  
 

F or the 2012 season Southwold & Aldeburgh Summer 
Theatres have agreed a fantastic new free offer available 

only to paid-up Friends…  
 
Book five shows for the price of four! 
    
Full details and conditions of the offer can be found on page 4 of 
this issue. 
   It’s one more great reason to be a FESPIAN.  So why not tell 

your theatre-loving friends about it.  If they hurry, it’s not too late 

for them to get in on the act for this season.  They can download 

a subscription form from the website www.fespa.co.uk or 

contact Jenny Bird, Subscription Secretary,  2 Harrier Drive, 

Lowestoft, NR33 9PP. Tel 01502 501317 

Sidi writes... 
Friends!  Once again I find myself writing this with snow 

outside, deep and crisp and even, but knowing that inevitably 

Spring will return and so will the Summer Theatre. It seems a 

long way ahead but, like all good things, well worth waiting for! 

   The New Year always brings changes and so it is with us with 

the new directors in charge. I feel confident that, although some 

things may alter, the Company is in great hands and I look  

forward to exciting theatre-going in Southwold and Aldeburgh 

this summer. It is always such a pleasure to see old and new 

friends onstage and in the audiences and your continued support is 

much appreciated by Jill and  the Company. 

   In these times of recession it seems strange to read that the 

West End box offices are hitting an all-time high. Is it possible 

that going to the Theatre for our entertainment is one of the last 

things we are willing to give up—and one of the first things we 

turn to when real-life looks a bit grim?  If theatre tickets were 

available on prescription, I suspect the NHS could see its drug 

bill slashed.  Just a thought! 

  Anyway, this year our theatre is doing the next best thing 

exclusively for Friends with a fabulous new free ticket offer.  

More about it opposite 

and on page 4.  

   So, here‟s to an 

exciting  new 

season,  and a 

happy Summer.  

Let‟s make it one 

to remember ! 

Sidi Scott, 

Chairman 
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O 
n looking back over the last twenty-eight years – yes, it 

really is that long – several great moments come into my 

mind. The first was before we had even opened. In December 

1983, when I told Clement that I had promised to put on the 

next Season at St. Edmund’s Hall, we both agreed that a 

theatre must have raked seating, otherwise it is just what it 

sounds like – a ‘hall’.  Of course it could not possibly be 

achieved –seating installations do not come cheap and our tiny 

company had no capital. 

    A week later, by a truly astonishing stroke of fate, Ford Motor 

Company gave me a second-hand mobile Theatre, consisting of 

JILL RECALLS ... 

The new raked auditorium takes shape. Photo: Alan Horne 

LEE JOHNSON on the 
final stretch of his MA.   

L ee, who gained a FESPA Bursary in 2011, is now in the final year 

of his MA in Theatre Direction which he is pursuing part-time at 

the University of East Anglia. He tells us: “I have just completed my 

penultimate essay and only have one more to write and then my 

dissertation and final project to go. My current module is 

Contemporary World Theatre which looks at how the West has 

influenced Eastern and African theatre and performance.” 

  One essential part of Lee‟s course is a work placement and securing 

this has been proving unexpectedly problematical. “Most producing 

companies seem to be reducing the number of their productions due 

to the current economic climate.  A couple of 

companies have told me that they do not 

think they will have sufficient finance to 

produce any shows this year!  So the 

search for a work placement is still on-

going.” 

   Lee‟s first preference is a 

placement with the Mountview 

Academy of Theatre Arts, 

working with the post-

graduate students for 

their final showcase 

performance. But there‟s 

a catch… Between studies 

numerous rostra, screens and seating.  

   Walberswick boasted a splendid architect and friend,  

Reginald Hyne, who designed an auditorium, without a fee, and 

Mark Sterling gave many hours and chopped up the rostra to fit 

the design and the space. I cleaned 240 seats and stuck yellow 

Velcro across the back of each one, to cover the wear and tear 

incurred when travelling for Ford. With Waveney Planning 

Department regulations in the picture as well, it took until July to 

complete the project.  

   Then one blissful morning I walked into St Edmund’s and saw 

our own hand-made Theatre for the first time. That was the 

great moment I mentioned, and I cried. 

Jill Freud 

BURSARY  

UPDATE 
Lee works as a police constable and has been told that there will be 

no leave during the Olympics, Euro 2012 and the Jubilee.  Everything 

depends on whether Mountview decides to schedule its post-grad 

production in the summer or the autumn.  

   “If it‟s in July, then unfortunately the Mountview option is out.  But 

I do have a fallback…  to direct a play under my own production 

company, Nudge Arts, and what I would like to do  is to take it on a 

tour around the region.  This will involve a lot of organisation on my 

part and I will take off a few weeks to allow a good rehearsal period.”     

  

DON’T MISS HIGH TIDE AT 

HALESWORTH 

May 3rd—13th 2012 

T he HighTide Festival 2012 will once again be held at The Cut in 

Halesworth and at other venues around the town.  The organisers 

promise „nine world premiers‟ and booking is now open. 

   At the time of going to press, the full programme has yet to be 

announced but one event we do know about is HighTide‟s first co-

production with Headlong and the Nuffield Southampton. It is Ella 

Hickson's Boys. After its Halesworth premiere it is to transfer to the 

Nuffield Southampton and then to the Soho Theatre in London. 

   The Festival aims to provide new theatre for adventurous audiences 

and features plays and talks as well as theatrical events for the young. 

   Full details and tickets at  HighTide's website, www.hightide.org.uk 

or from the box office: 0207 566 9767.  
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IT’S THE AGM 

BUT IT’S ALSO FUN! 
T his year‟s AGM is on Friday 13th April but don‟t let that put 

you off!  As regular attendees will tell you, apart from being an 

important and necessary business occasion, it is invariably an 

entertaining and sociable evening with wine, a special guest speaker 

and Tony Falkingham‟s all-important report on the plays, players and 

directors we can look forward to this summer. 

   Please aim to arrive at Walberswick Village Hall at 6.30 pm  for a 

7.00 start. 
 

Last year we tried a new fundraising trick… We suggested that 

Friends come along to the AGM armed with a bottle or two so that 

the organisers of our fete‟s popular bottle tombola could start 

stockpiling supplies. The result was amazing—not just a more 

successful bottle tombola than ever before but a massive boost for 

Jack Clayton‟s „Hi Spirits‟ raffle.  So… 
 

Can we all do it again please!   Please scour those cupboards for 

bottles you can do without and bring them to the AGM. Wine, 

spirits, non-alcoholics, and those exotic liqueurs you can‟t resist 

bringing back from holiday but later wonder what you could possibly 

have been thinking! 
 

Plus, this year…  we‟d love you to arrive with some of your 

legendary home-made jams, marmalades, chutneys, pickles and 

preserves. This was a new stall at last year‟s fete and made a 

magnificent £70.  This year we‟d like to double it - so please get 

bottling! 
 

And, talking of our fete… Please read Ben Marriner‟s heartfelt pleas 

in the adjacent column.  

SOME IMPORTANT CHANGES TO 

YOUR 2012 DIARY 

Please note that some of the dates we published in our 
Autumn issue have had to be changed. 

The Friends’ Evening will now be held on June 29th (not 
22nd). This is simply because members of the Company are not 

due to arrive until June 24th and the party is traditionally our 

chance to meet them. 

The opening nights at Southwold and Aldeburgh are a 
day earlier than previously announced—Wednesday 

July 11th  and Thursday July 26th respectively. 
 

Thursday 1 March - Friends’ advance booking opens 

for Southwold Summer Theatre season (See page 6 for 
details) 

 
 

Friday 13 April - FESPA AGM. Walberswick Village Hall. 6.30 
for 7.00 
 
Tuesday 8 May - Friends’ advance booking opens for 
Aldeburgh Summer Theatre season (See page 6 for details) 
  
Sunday 24 June - FESPA Theatre Fete at the Stables at 
Westons. Gates open at 1.00 pm 
  
Friday  29 June - Friends’  Evening at the Stables at Westons. 
6.30. Bring a plate of eats. Enjoy a drink and a chat with 
members of the Company and fellow Friends. Most important, 
collect your supply of programme cards for distribution in your 
area  NOTE NEW DATE 
 
Wednesday 11 July - Southwold Season opens NOTE NEW DATE 
 
Thursday 26 July - Aldeburgh Season opens NOTE NEW DATE 
 
Saturday 1 September - Last night in Aldeburgh  
 
Saturday 15 September - Last night in Southwold 

The Summer Theatre Fete 
Sunday, 24th June 2012 

A note from Ben Marriner, Chairman of the Fete committee 
 

I t may feel like a long way off but now is not a moment too soon to 

start thinking about what you can contribute. We can never have 

too much to sell on our stalls or too many willing volunteers to lend a 

hand. It pays to think ahead. 

   For example, with Spring approaching, our thoughts turn to the 

garden. When sowing your seeds and vegetables, why not grow a few 

extra to put aside for our Gardening Stall?  

   Likewise, when making your marmalade, jams, chutneys & pickles, 

perhaps you could earmark some for our Jams & Pickles Stall. 

   Now that Christmas is just a distant memory, think about what to do 

with all those unwanted presents (Tombola? Bric-a-brac?) and what 

about that forgotten spoil heap of toys? - Time for a bit of serious 

recycling for our Children‟s Stall? Put them aside now and stand by 

for the May issue of FESPA News when we‟ll report what to do with 

them. 

   This year we have great plans for introducing some all-new 

entertainments and thrills—not least for  the children, so please help to 

make this year‟s fete the best ever. 

    We could use a marquee or two and plenty of gazebos. And, of 

course, we always need new volunteers—to help run stalls, and games, 

help set up and pack up, bake cakes, and delicacies, make 

handicrafts… so if you‟re up for it, don‟t wait for the weather to break; 

give me a call as soon as you can on 01502 722488 or email me on  

benmarriner@dsl.pipex.com   
   And, at the very least, do come along on the day to support us! 

IONA FLYING HIGH 
Iona Godbold from Ipswich was one of FESPA’s 
2011 Bursary recipients.  With a passion for 
physical theatre and aerial gymnastics, she was 
thrilled to gain a place at Europe’s premier circus school, 
Circomedia.  Iona’s written 
to tell us about her first term. 
“I have had a fantastic first term at 

Circomedia and have been able to 

achieve so much in such a short time! 

It has been physically and mentally 

challenging but I am loving every 

minute of my time here. Towards the end 

of the first term we were asked to create 

and choreograph a performance in each of 

our specialisations. However, we were 

only given about a week to do so. I 

choreographed a solo aerial hoop act 

and my acro group collaboratively 

created an acrobatic routine with 

the theme of „Power Rangers‟: 

This was an extensively high-

energy routine full of flips and 

tricks as well as acro-balancing. 

A selection of these pieces was then 

chosen to create the content of the 

Christmas show. I succeeded in being the 

only person who had both their acro and 

aerial routines chosen which was an 

incredible achievement. So far this term I 

have been choreographing a spring 

project which can be in any style of our 

choice. This will be presented in week 

six. I have also had an acro tempo 

performance and an aerial piece to create 

so I have definitely been busy! The photo is 

of my acro-balance partner and me 

performing the „High Star‟ move.” 

BURSARY  

UPDATE 



4 

W ith mounting anticipation, preparations are well under 
way for the opening of this year’s box office and, on 

the facing page, Tony announces details of the exciting 
season on offer. 
 
The new season also brings some big changes to our 
Southwold Box Office. Rosemary 
Digby who has managed the box 
office so well for many years has 
stepped down as Box Office 
Manager to spend more time with 
her grandchildren and I would like to 
thank Rosemary on behalf of the 
Company and our patrons for all her 
hard work over the years. In her 
place we welcome Ian Denney, 
whom many of you will know from 
the evening box office at the theatre. 
Ian will be managing all early 
bookings, as well as the day-to-day 
running of the box office during the 
season, with the support of our hard-
working team of volunteers. 
 
Going digital! 
This year, at last, Southwold box 
office takes its first significant steps 
towards introducing  computerised 
ticketing. Aldeburgh will follow next 
year. We are not yet going the whole 
hog with online booking and 
payment options. Nevertheless we 
are confident that the system will 
greatly streamline our admin and let 
our box office staff offer an improved service to our patrons. 
 
If you would like further information about any of the topics 
on this page you can contact me by phone on 07930 
530948, by email peter@southwoldtheatre.org 
or by writing to me at 4 Foster Close, Southwold IP18 6LE. 

Suffolk Summer Theatres Need Your… 
 

...TIME 
In ALDEBURGH we are urgently looking for someone to help 
Jane Wright, our Box Office Manager. Jane has done an 
amazing job for a number of years, ensuring our daytime and 

evening box offices operate smoothly 
and we are now looking for someone 
to come on board and help with that 
day-to-day operation. We are able to 
offer a contribution towards expenses and 
full training will be given. 
 
In SOUTHWOLD we are looking for 
people who can spare a few hours 
each week during the season at St 
Edmund’s Hall,  helping with: 
Coffee Bar / Ice-creams 
Bar (Evenings) 
Front of House management  

 

...ACCOMMODATION  
we are also looking for ‘Friends’ who would 
be interested in providing accommodation 
for our actors and backstage staff - 
particularly at the beginning and end of the 
season. This may be for a couple of nights 
or more. Please send me details of any 
accommodation you may be prepared to 
offer.  
 

...PROMOTION 
Please don’t forget to come along to the Friends Evening on 
29th June and  pick up your supply of yellow and blue cards for 
distribution in your local area. It is an invaluable way that 
Friends help to make sure our shows are widely promoted. 
   I look forward to seeing many of you at the theatre over the 
summer. 

THERE ARE IMPORTANT 

DEVELOPMENTS AFOOT 

AT OUR THEATRES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends – Steal a march! 

D on‟t forget, advanced Friends’ booking for Southwold Theatre 

officially opens on Thursday 1st March at 10.30 am and for 

Aldeburgh on Tuesday 8th May at 2.00 pm. I know many of you 

currently take advantage of this privileged booking opportunity. 

Needless to say, the phone lines are very busy so please be patient.  

   To ease the pressure you could consider applying for tickets by 

POST to The Southwold Box Office, 4 Foster Close, Southwold 

IP18 6LE or The Aldeburgh Box Office, Bealings Brook, Bealings 

Road, Martlesham IP12 4RW. Please enclose a SAE. You can do 

that RIGHT NOW and your postal applications will be dealt with in 

strict order of receipt on the advance box office opening day.  

      We will always do our best to give you your chosen seats but bear 

in mind that this may not always be possible.  

   When booking tickets please remember cheques should be made 

payable to:“The Jill Freud Company”  

5 SHOWS FOR THE PRICE OF 4 
This season, FESPA members who purchase a ticket for each of the 

five shows in a single order will get one of their tickets free! 

 The offer applies only to paid-up FESPA members 

 Tickets for all five shows must be purchased for the same 

venue at the same time, with one order.  

 The free-ticket offer will have a value equal to the advertised 

cost of the lowest-priced seat in the order. 

 For Friends booking multiple tickets for each show, the offer 

will be limited to a maximum of two free tickets per 

household, irrespective of the number of tickets purchased and 

of the number of paid-up Friends per household. 

Please note that, to take advantage of this 5-for-4 offer, which is 

subject to seat availability, Friends must submit their order before the 

end of  the first production, ie Southwold: 21 July, Aldeburgh 4 

August. 

reports General Manager  

Peter Adshead 

Jeffrey Perry 
As we go to press we have just received the very sad news of 

the sudden death of one of the Summer Theatres‟ best loved 

regulars, Jeffrey Perry.  Jeff was last seen as Andie (Far Right) 

in last season‟s production of And a Nightingale Sang. His 

extensive work for the Company goes back many years and 

includes memorable roles in Habeas Corpus, Hobson’s Choice, 

Man of the Moment, Funny Money, When we are Married, How 

the Other Half Loves, Love’s a Luxury and Caught in the Net. 

He is survived by his widow, another Summer Theatre stalwart, 

Patience Tomlinson  and their daughter Eleanor to whom we 

extend our great sympathy.  (Photos: P Adshead and J Laws) 
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O ur 29th season in Southwold and 18th in Aldeburgh kicks off  

with a hilarious comedy, A BEDFULL OF FOREIGNERS by 

Dave Freeman. It opened in the West End in 1973, ran for 18 

months, starred Terry Scott and June Whitfield and has played all 

over the world ever since. It is set in a hotel in a French village near 

the German border on the eve of a local festival. Be prepared for two 

hours of holiday havoc. 

   Dave Freeman, started out as a journalist and crime reporter. In the fifties he 

wrote much of Benny Hill‟s material. Among his successful screen plays are; 

Rocket to the Moon, Bless This House, Carry On Abroad and Carry On 

Columbus. Plenty of laughs to get the season rolling. 

 

The season continues with WRITE ME A MURDER by that master 

thriller writer Frederick Knott. Created between Dial M for Murder 

and Wait Until Dark, the play opened at the Belasco Theatre in New 

York, in October 1961, with a cast that included Denholm Elliot and Kim 

Hunter. Its London premier was in 1962 at the Lyric Theatre with James 

Villiers, Brian Bedford and Fabia Drake in leading roles. 

   Frederick Knott was born to missionaries in 

Hankow, China in 1916, from 1929 to 1934 

he attended Oundle School, gained a law degree at 

Cambridge University and served in the British 

Army from 1939 to 1946, rising to the rank of 

Major. He died in New York in 2002. 

    

The high spot of the season is the 

masterly comedy, TWO AND TWO 

MAKE SEX by Richard Harris & 

Leslie Darbon. Regulars of the theatre 

will know Richard Harris‟s work from 

our productions of Stepping Out and 

Outside Edge and Leslie Darbon‟s 

plays include A Murder is Announced, 

Who Goes Bare and Double Edge. 

   Two and Two Make Sex opened at the 

Cambridge Theatre in 1973, with a cast 

that featured; Patrick Cargill, Terence 

Alexander and Richard Beckinsale. 

This wonderfully funny play is good 

family entertainment despite the title. 

ROSS CARPENTER WRITES 
FROM LAINE THEATRE ARTS SCHOOL 

I  cannot thank you enough for my Bursary. It enabled 

me to purchase my uniform and important college supplies before 

term began. I left Lowestoft on 4th September to settle into my new 

home along with three second-year students. A week later I started my 

three-year course towards a National Diploma in Musical Theatre. 

Rent and living expenses in Surrey are high but I do get some housing 

benefit and I managed to save some money from my summer job. 

   We are at college from 9am till 6pm but I love every minute. Since 

starting, I have learnt so much about dance and musical theatre. 

Before Christmas the first year performed 'Miss Saigon' for Miss 

Laine in which I was able to sing and I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

  We also performed a pantomime for the entire school. This was great 

fun and a whole new experience for me, as I was chosen to play a 

main part!  I was even lucky enough to audition for 'Singing in the  

Rain' (one of the acts at the Royal Variety Performance). This was an 

amazing experience, and I actually made it to the final rounds. 

Unfortunately I didn't get the job, but getting as far as I did has made 

me even more determined for the next time I audition. 

   I have been on several theatre trips with the college. We saw 

'GHOST', the musical, and the ballet at The Royal Opera House'. Both 

I don‟t think even Great-Aunt Hetty would be terribly shocked. 

 

More thrills, but laughs too, with THE CURSE OF DRACULA 

adapted by Mark Simpson from a novel by Bram Stoker. This novel 

has been adapted for the cinema an estimated 217 times, coming 

second only to Sherlock Holmes (223 films). Every kind of treatment 

from the 1931 Bela Lugosi version directed by Todd Browning, to the 

star-studded 1992 Francis Ford Coppola production with Gary Oldman, 

Winona Ryder and Anthony Hopkins. 

   The original novel was written in 1897 when Bram Stoker was 

business manager for Henry Irving‟s world-famous Lyceum Theatre. 

Irving was Bram Stoker‟s real-life inspiration for the Count and 

hoped he would play it but Irving never countenanced a stage version.  

This is a new adaptation, especially for our Suffolk audience by 

Mark, who has previously written Don’t Look Now and The Lady 

Vanishes. One not to be missed! 

 

And finally that great English classic, FIVE 

FINGER EXERCISE which established 

its author Peter Shaffer as a noted writer. 

Although Shaffer was educated at St 

Paul‟s and Trinity College, during the war 

he was a Bevan boy and worked as a coal 

miner. His twin brother Anthony is also a 

playwright and wrote Sleuth. 

   Five Finger Exercise was first 

produced at the Comedy Theatre in 

1958. It was directed by John Gielgud 

and  starred Michael Bryant, Roland 

Culver and a very young Juliet Mills, it 

won the Evening Standard award for that 

year and, when it opened in New York the 

following year, landed Shaffer the New 

York Drama Critics‟ Award for Best Foreign 

Play. It was made into a film in 1962 with Jack 

Hawkins and Rosalind Russell in the cast.  

   I think this is a great way to finish a 

season of thrills, spills and hopefully more 

than a few laughs 

Anthony Falkingham 

THRILLS, SPILLS, LAUGHS… 
NOT TO MENTION A LITTLE LIGHT HORROR 

Anthony Falkingham unveils the 2012 season 

Bela Lugosi 1931—the definitive Dracula 

were inspiring and beautiful. This term I am working towards my 

preliminary performance in front of Miss Laine. For this I will be 

singing a musical theatre song of my choice, performing ballet and 

dancing a jazz solo. It‟s all amazingly  hard work but, hopefully, one 

day I will fulfil my dream and get work in the West End. I hope that I 

will make FESPA very proud and will keep you up-dated.  

BURSARY  

UPDATE 

SINGING IN SPRINGTIME 
Saturday 24 March at St Edmunds Church, Southwold 

A n all-female choir from Rickmansworth with the intriguingly 

toothsome name of „Lemon Tuesday‟ is coming to Southwold to 

sing with  Reydon‟s own community choir, „Music Vox‟. The concert is to be 

hosted by Paul Hegarty, renowned nationally for his acclaimed Sweeny Todd 

but better known to Summer Theatre audiences as Rochester in Jane Eyre and 

Squire Boldwood in last season‟s Far from the Madding Crowd.  

   „Singing in Springtime‟ is a festival of jazz, show songs, Motown 

and pop. Martin Smith, Musical Director of Lemon Tuesday says:"the 

opportunity to offer such a diverse programme whilst celebrating the 

joy of singing makes this a really exciting event." 

   Tickets are £8 (Concessions £6) from Barbrook Stores in Reydon 

and from the box office on 07879 107808. All profits will go to local 

charities and the organisers hope that this concert may turn into a 

regular event.  
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Row Seat nos Evening Price Matinee Price 

A 1-15 £12.50 £11.50 

B 1-15 £14.50 £11.50 

C 1-16 £14.50 £11.50 

D 1-15 £16.00 £11.50 

E 1-16 £17.50 £11.50 

F 1-15 £17.50 £11.50 

G 1-16 £17.50 £11.50 

H 1-18 £17.50 £11.50 

I 1-18 £16.00 £11.50 

J 1-16 £14.50 £11.50 

K 1-18 £14.50 £11.50 

L 1-16 £12.50 £9.50 

M 1-17 £14.50 £9.50 

N 1-13 £10.50 £9.50 

O 1-15 £14.50 £9.50 

Seat Prices for the 2012 Summer Season 

SOUTHWOLD  ALDEBURGH  

Row Seat nos Evening Price Matinee Price 

A 1&2, 17&18 £6.50 £6.00 

A 3-16 £13.50 £9.50 

B 1&2, 17&18 £6.50 £6.00 

B 3-16 £13.50 £9.50 

C 1-18 £13.50 £9.50 

D 1-18 £15.00 £9.50 

E 1-18 £15.00 £9.50 

F 2-17 £16.50 £11.50 

G 2-17 £16.50 £11.50 

H 2-17 £16.50 £11.50 

I 2-17 £16.50 £11.50 

J 2-17 £16.50 £11.50 

K 2-17 £15.00 £11.50 

L 2-17 £15.00 £11.50 

M 2-17 £13.50 £11.50 

N 1-18 £13.50 £11.50 
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“Look here upon this 

picture and on this.” 
(Hamlet III, iv)  

Set Designer, Maurice Rubens, forges a head 

B rowsing in the Aladdin‟s Cave that is the 

Company‟s store at Brampton, I was 

struck by the vast range of images in the 

racks that contain our stock of picture 

frames. The pictures I have used to „dress‟ 

the sets over twenty one years have a 

range of functions beyond mere 

ornament. Some scripts demand 

particular pictures (Abigail’s Party 

specifies Van Gogh and Lowry.) But 

usually I am able to choose images that 

enhance and augment the play‟s world.  The 

supernatural in Blithe Spirit  is complemented 

by Lotte Reiniger‟s slightly sinister, black and 

white scissor-cuts of fairy tales.  For Bedroom Farce I painted a dullish 

view of Ayckbourn‟s Scarborough.  With modern photocopying, any 

image is available. Wait until Dark had Roger Mayne‟s 50s street 

scenes of Notting Hill where the photographer character lived with his 

blind wife.  

   Sometimes a painting is required of a character in a play.  These I 

enjoy painting to order. Terry Molloy sat briefly for Seecombe‟s 

portrait in My Cousin Rachel. But in Double Trouble, Edge of 

Darkness, Murder Mistaken and Gaslight, dominant figures from the 

pre-story were called for. I solved this by basing the „portraits‟ on 

examples from the appropriate period selected from „Royal Academy 

Illustrated‟ . 

   Having the luxury of storage space, we don‟t discard much; frames 

can always be recycled and, occasionally, a picture can return after a 

discreet interval, particularly in „backing‟ - the glimpsed hallways and 

off-stage rooms that I often incorporate to provide an illusion of a 

complete house rather than an isolated room.  An example of this was 

the jokey „Picasso‟ from One for the Pot which made a comeback in 

the off-stage living room in Dangerous Obsession. 

   I painted ten outsize, naïve art bulls and pigs for Rookery Nook 

(victims, alas of souvenir-hunting actors).  Other useful stock include 

15 engravings for The Winslow Boy, 12 classical composers for Kissing 

Cousins, Charles Rennie Mackintosh‟s Walberswick wild flower 

watercolours for Love’s a Luxury, a „Skegness is so bracing‟ poster for 

The Ghost Train, Lord Nelson for Hobson’s Choice (Hobson‟s middle 

name is Horatio), Lord Kitchener for Arsenic and Old Lace.   

   The Browning Version had Greek temples and Private Lives, a 

complete Matisse mural.  For See How They Run I unearthed a „Three 

Blind Mice‟ print and a large Temperance Pledge certificate. In 

Charley’s Aunt, saucy chorus girls reversed into Church worthies and 

back again and, for Day after the Fair I tracked down a view of a 

Victorian Brewery that wasn‟t Adnams!  

   The dreary bedsit of The Business of Murder was made even more 

forlorn by its sole embellishment, a Chinese takeaway calendar.  

   What future art historians or archaeologists make of it all is 

anybody‟s guess. Look out for „Lost Rubens found in barn‟ stories any 

day now.   

Top left: Jill Freud, painted by Maurice for ‘Death in Act Two’. Bottom left: 
Maurice does a ‘Matisse’ for ‘Private Lives’. Top right: None of the 26 

Hieronymus Bosch panels from ‘Wanted, One Body’ survives! Centre: Louise 

Shuttleworth says ‘Is that really a Howard Hodgkin?’ in ‘Dangerous 
Obsession’ and a figure from the past in Edge of Darkness. Above: Model and 

artist with portrait of Terry Molloy for ‘My Cousin Rachel’ 

 

Do you ever buy goods online? 

W e only ask because, in our Autumn issue we suggested a way 

of raising funds for FESPA . . . Before you go online shopping 

visit: www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fespa. From the 

easyfundraising site you can access most popular online shops and if 

you do it that way, you automatically notch up donations to FESPA 

without it costing you a penny.    

    I am embarrassed to tell you that so far only one Friend  has tried 

it… your editor… and, at the time of writing, his Christmas shopping 

has earned FESPA a respectable £9.89. If every Friend had done the 

same we‟d have doubled our annual income before January was out.  

Do give it a go 


